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Course title: Academic Writing Code: Credit value: 3

Type of class!: lect /sem /prac /cons, number of classes: 10/6

Knowledge assessment (exam / coursework mark / other?):

Semester position of the course in the curriculum (which semester):

Preliminary study requirements (if applicable): -

Course description:

The main objective of this course is to provide opportunities for doctoral students to enhance
their knowledge of gathering and using academic sources in a way that make them work for
the specific purposes of their own research. They will be able to familiarze themselves with
the process of identifying, managing and taking a critical look at past research that is relevant
for their doctoral topic, and apply the general characteristics of academic writing to produce
their own high-quality manuscripts. In addition to working on their own projects and learn to
structure and write up their research for journal publication, students will also be able to
experience delivering constructive criticism to their peers’ drafts and proposals, and to
respond to critical reviews received to their own work.

Professional content:

- Source credibility, impact and ranking: identifying what to use, and how to use them well
- The interplay between different sections of a manuscript (focus on social sciences and
humanities)

- Different outputs of academic writing

- Publication venues and their influence on how you would want to write up your research

- Writing strategies to get read and cited (by other researchers; though altmetrics counts as
well!)

- Collaborations in academic writing: expanding your network through shared topics and
interests

- Writing objective, clear and constructive criticism -analysis of reviewer requirements, peer
evaluation templates and reports

- Review and be reviewed!

- Case studies: common mistakes and good practices as observed in published articles and
post-publication peer reviews

Competence:
- navigate and assess content in academic databases

- individual-level ability to use typical features of academic writing
- customizing your writing for different pubication venues
- accustoming to receive and deliver sound criticism appropriate to your field

List of the 8-10 most important obligatory and optional literature (lecture notes, course
book) with bibliographic data (author, title, publishing data, pages, ISBN)

! Act on Higher Education Art.147, a class is an engagement with the personal participation of the lecturer
in order to meet the study requirements defined in the curriculum (lecture, seminar, practice, consultation).
2 E.g., midterm report
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